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Existing Employment Flows 
The available jobs within Nicollet County are not necessarily held by residents of the county.  Conversely, 
Nicollet County residents may hold jobs located outside of the county.  Nearly 5,500 residents both live 
and work in the county.  In 2017, of the 16,095 available jobs in Nicollet County, over 65 percent were 
held by residents outside of Nicollet County.  Additionally, 67 percent of Nicollet residents travel to 
locations outside of Nicollet County for employment.  

Projected Labor Force 
In addition to the future population projections produced by the Demographer, future labor force 
projections were also produced for 2030.  Table 7 defines the projected labor force for Nicollet County. 
The Demographer estimated a total of 19,517 individuals within the active labor force in Nicollet County 
in 2015, and that number was projected to increase to 19,660 by 2030.  This represents an increase of 
0.7 percent over 15 years.  These labor force projections are further detailed by age group from 16 to 75 
and over.  In 2015, the age group of 35 and 54 represented nearly 37 percent of the labor force in Nicollet 
County.  In 2030, this same age group is expected to grow to 41.7 percent of the labor force.  The labor 
force between the ages of 16 and 29 is estimated to decrease from 28.9 percent in 2015, to 24.2 percent 
in 2030.   

Table 7. Projected Labor Force, 2015 to 2030 
2015 2020 2025 2030 

Total % Total % Total % Total % 
16 to 19 1,279 6.6% 1,131 5.7% 1,117 5.6% 985 5.0% 

20 to 24 2,283 11.7% 2,206 11.1% 1,967 9.9% 1,946 9.9% 

25 to 29 2,077 10.6% 2,194 11.0% 2,094 10.5% 1,829 9.3% 

30 to 34 2,098 10.7% 2,116 10.6% 2,222 11.2% 2,123 10.8% 

35 to 44 3,596 18.4% 4,027 20.2% 4,301 21.7% 4,419 22.5% 
45 to 54 3,604 18.5% 3,284 16.5% 3,392 17.1% 3,783 19.2% 

55 to 59 2,026 10.4% 1,957 9.8% 1,641 8.3% 1,616 8.2% 

60 to 64 1,594 8.2% 1,738 8.7% 1,669 8.4% 1,401 7.1% 

65 to 74 786 4.0% 1,043 5.2% 1,206 6.1% 1,229 6.3% 

75+ 174 0.9% 197 1.0% 254 1.3% 329 1.7% 

TOTAL 19,517 -- 19,893 -- 19,863 -- 19,660 -- 
Source: Demographer, Center Labor Force Projections, 2017 
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are under its regulatory jurisdiction.  These wetlands are an important part of the natural resources fabric 
in the state, and include specific regulations and permitting for water use and development.  Figure 11 
displays the locations of public water wetlands and public water basins in Nicollet County.  

Many of the existing waterbodies within Nicollet County are public, and therefore many responsibilities 
associated with their protection and maintenance rest with governmental entities.  Waterbodies can be 
negatively impacted by land use activities if regulations and protections are not established and property 
properly managed.  Nicollet County will continue to promote water quality in partnership with its current 
partners.  Development considerations will support the natural resource planning efforts of the county as 
well as the policies and regulations of local, regional, state, and federal entities. 

Minnesota River in Nicollet County 






