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Nicollet County CARES

CARES Act Funds Being Used to Respond to COVID-19 Pandemic

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was passed by Congress and signed
into law on March 27, 2020. This over $2 trillion economic relief package was established to provide
economic and public health assistance to the American people impacted by the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic. Through the Coronavirus Relief Fund, the CARES Act provided $150 billion of financial assistance for state, local and tribal governments who are navigating the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The CARES Act requires that payments from the Coronavirus Relief Fund to local governments only be used
to cover expenses that:
•
•
•

Are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19);
Were not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the date of enactment of the CARES Act) for the State or local government; and
Were incurred during the period that began on March 1, 2020, and ends on December 1, 2020.

Nicollet County has received $4.1 million of CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Funds, and has established
programs for their use in accordance with guidance provided by the US Department of Treasury. A portion of the funds are being used to reimburse costs Nicollet County incurred responding to the pandemic.
Over $2 million of these funds, in the form of grants and health and safety supplies, are being offered to
businesses and residents in the County that have been adversely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mission
Providing efficient services with
innovation and accountability.

Core Values
Integrity. Accountability.
Innovation. Leadership. Efficiency.
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Public Works
2020-2021 Construction Projects Update
County Road 12 Grade Raise and Reconstruction
Mathiowetz Construction Co. was awarded this
$6.0 million dollar project, and began work on August 18th. The project involves an 8ft grade raise
of a flooded road section, shoulder widening from
4ft shoulders to 8ft shoulders, flatter inslopes and
backslopes, intersection lighting at County Road
(CR) 12 and 21, and bituminous surfacing. The
grade raise area also involves placing a surcharge,
which
will
help to accelerate consolidation of poor
foundation
soils. This settlement will
occur during
the
winter
and into the
spring/summer of 2021. The project is anticipated to be
completed October 2021. The project is closed
to thru traffic, including the intersection of CR
12 and 21, during the duration of the project. A
signed detour is in place, and utilizes TH 14, TH
15, and CR 5.
The project is funded by a variety of sources including FHWA Emergency Relief,
State Aid Disaster Account, State Park Road Account, and State Aid Regular Construction funds.

County Road 13 Mill and Concrete Overlay
A pavement rehabilitation project is being planned
on CR 13, from 506th Street to TH 99 (5.3 miles).
This project will involve milling off a portion of the
existing bituminous surface, placing a concrete
overlay on the driving lanes, and overlaying the
shoulders with bituminous. This project is anticipated to start July 2021, and be completed by
mid-fall of 2021. The project will be closed to thru
traffic during the duration of the project. Motorists will be asked to utilize alternate parallel routes
such as TH 169 and CR 17 during construction.

County Road 14 Slope Failure Reconstruction
Due to flooding rains and snowmelt in April 2019,
CR 14 experienced a large slope failure (landslide)
just north of the Minnesota River as County Road 14
goes up the bluff. SRF Consulting and Gale-Tec Engineering developed a repair project that involves
new curb and gutter, guardrail replacement, rightof-way acquisition, rerouting of the storm sewer, and
a Reinforced Soil Slope (RSS). Bids were opened in
late July 2020 and Mathiowetz Construction Co. was
awarded the $1.4 million dollar project. Shortly after bids were opened and the project awarded, this
area received 8-12 inches of rain which caused another slope failure in another location within the project
limits. Because of this new failure, additional slope
reconstruction work is being developed and will be
added to this contract. Construction began in mid
September 2020, but with the additional work that
needs to be added, the project will not likely be be
completed before winter. CR 14 will most likely continue to be closed to traffic during the winter, and remaining work would then be completed Spring 2021.
The project will be closed to thru traffic and a signed
detour will be in place utilizing CR 5, TH 15, and CR
21.
The project is funded by a variety of sources
including FHWA Emergency Relief, State Aid Disaster
Account, and State Aid Regular Construction funds.

County Road 21 Bride Replacement
Replacement of Bridge No. 5794 (2-lines of 12ftx12ft
cast in place concrete box culverts built in 1937) near
Fort Ridgley State Park started in April 2020. The box
culverts have been replaced with a 113ft pre-stressed
concrete beam bridge. Prahm Construction Inc. of
Slayton MN was awarded the $1.13 million
dollar project. Completion of this project was
originally planned for
August 2020, but during
the deck pour a small
section of deck forms
failed allowing rebar to sag and some loss of concrete. Repairs to this section of the deck has pushed
back the completion of the project until late fall 2020.
Please follow the Nicollet County Facebook main page for updates on project schedules, detours, and construction progress for all of these projects.
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Septic Awareness

Things to keep out of septic systems:
A common misconception when it comes to septic systems is that they are indestructible, and can handle
waste, along with kitchen, bathroom, and laundry wastewater. This is not true.
Did you know that materials that do not decompose should NEVER be put into a septic system? Items such as:
Cigarette butts

Disposable diapers

Solvents

Coffee grounds

Condoms

House/Yard chemicals

Cat litter

Feminine sanitary products

Prescription drugs

Cooking fats

Paints

Cleaners

These items can cause rapid accumulation of solids in the septic tank, are non-biodegradable, will not
digest in the septic tank, and may interfere with or terminate bacterial activity in the septic tank.
Another thing to remember when it comes to your septic system—NEVER use septic tank additives that
are designed to take the place of regular pumping of the tank. These additives can cause solids to become suspended in the liquid, and move out to the soil absorption area, and cause plugging in the soil
pores. These additives are unnecessary, and in some cases, can be very harmful to the system.
When considering laundry and dishwasher detergents, keep in mind that powdered detergents may
contain bulking agents and fillers that add solids to the septic tank. These solids can move into the soil
absorption area and clog it. Using liquid detergent is a better option when considering operation and
maintenance practices for septic systems.
Putting items that are detrimental to bacterial activity, not biodegradable, and/or additives into the septic system may lead to failure of the soil absorption area—thus leading to costly repairs. With simple care
and routine maintenance, properly constructed septic systems will give homeowners years of treatment
while protecting one of our most precious resources—water.
Additional information concerning septic systems can be found at http://www.septic.umn.edu/.
Any questions concerning septic systems can also be directed to Nicollet County Property Services
at 507-934-7070.

Nicollet County Dispatch Remodel
The Nicollet County Sheriff’s Office completed a remodel of their Dispatch Center in July 2020. The
Sheriff’s office worked as a combined Jail and Dispatch unit until separating the two functions in 2009,
with April 1, 2009 as the Dispatch’s official opening day.
Due to increases in workload and staffing, working with old and failing
equipment and the need to have additional resources available to help
house neighboring 911 center staff if an emergency arises, a remodel
was necessary. Dispatch remained 100% operational during the course
of the remodel, continuing to provide services to the community from
two vacated offices down the hall from the Disptch Center.
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Veterans Services

S.T.E.P

GRANTS AVAILABLE TO MINNESOTA VETERANS
FINANCIALLY AFFECTED BY COVID-19

Have you enrolled in STEP?

The Minnesota Legislature approved $6.2
million to provide grants to Minnesota Veterans and surviving spouses who have been
financially affected due to the COVID-19
situation. This includes a $1,000 Relief
Grant payment directly to Veterans who
can demonstrate financial loss, as well as a
Special Needs grant for up to an additional $3,000 for Veterans who are in a financial
hardship.
In our community, the most common example of being negatively financially impacted
has been a loss of hours/wages directly related to the COVID-19 situation, and a brief
letter from your employer specifying that a
loss of hours/wages was due COVID-19 has
often served as sufficient evidence of the
financial impact. Grant eligibility does not
require any diagnosed health condition, but
lost hours/wages due to a diagnosed health
condition would also establish eligibility in
many cases.
To inquire about possible eligibility, you are
strongly encouraged to contact the Nicollet
County Veterans Service Office at 507-9347871.

What is STEP?
The Smart Traveler Enrollment Program (STEP) is
a free service to allow U.S. citizens and nationals
traveling and living abroad to enroll their trip with
the nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate.
Benefits of Enrolling in STEP:
Receive important information from the
Embassy about safety conditions in your
destination country, helping you make informed decisions about your travel plans.
Help the U.S. Embassy contact you
in an emergency, whether natural disaster, civil arrest, or family emergency.
Help family and friends get in touch with you
in an emergency.

Stay Informed, Stay Connected, Stay Safe!
Visit step.state.gov

TEMPORARY CHANGE IN OFFICE OPERATIONS:
Located within the Nicollet County Health
and Human Services building in Saint Peter,
the Veterans Service Office is temporarily unavailable to walk-in customers. Please
contact us at 507-934-7871 in order to determine whether or not an in-office appointment would be appropriate.
TRANSPORTATION SERVICE TO/FROM MINNEAPOLIS
VA MEDICAL CENTER:
We have recently resumed our van transportation service to and from the Minneapolis
VA Medical Center (VAMC) for scheduled
health care appointments. At this time, transports are limited to only two passengers and
masks are a requirement. We encourage you
to call us well in advance in order to maximize the likelihood that we can successfully
coordinate transportion for you.

Winter is coming...
As a reminder residents
are urged, as good
neighbors and motorists,
not to add to the hazards
of winter-time driving.
Minnesota Statute 169.42
states that it is illegal to
dump, plow, blow or shovel snow onto any roadway.
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Accidental 911 Calls Happen
Accidental 911 calls happen, and they probably happen more often than you think. In 2019, the Nicollet
County Sheriff’s Office Dispatch Center received nearly 10,000 total 911 calls, with accidental 911 calls
occurring on a near daily basis, most often several times in a single day. With new and improved technology, the Dispatch Center continues to see increases in accidental 911 calls received every year.
What happens in the Dispatch Center when an accidental 911 call is received? Rest assured that 911 calls
are never ignored. Dispatchers will work diligently to attempt contact with the cell phone, search various
resources to find a potential name and/or address associated with that number, and attempt to find an
accurate location where the call originated. If the Dispatcher is able to secure enough information, they
will send the appropriate responders to the area to check for anyone potentially in distress or in need of
assistance. That adds up to a lot of time and resources that could potentially be taken away from other
duties that they are responsible for handling during that same time period.
So, what should you do if you accidentally call 911? First, please know that even if you try to disconnect
immediately when you see your phone dialing Emergency Services, the 911 call will still ring into the
Dispatch Center. Always allow your call to complete, stay on the line, and answer the dispatcher’s questions. Accidental 911 calls can cause public safety personnel and resources to be diverted from real
emergencies. Staying on the line and speaking to a Dispatcher ensures deputies are not dispatched to
an unnecessary call.
In this day and age of technology, our devices have become increasingly intelligent. Did you know 911
calls are even initiated by smart watches? New technology is now able to detect a fall or even an elevated
heart rate. If you have a new device, or even an older one, please become familiar with its features. Many
phones have commands such as frequently pressing the power button or sliding the screen a certain way
that will automatically place a 911 call. Please familiarize yourself with your phone settings to ensure you
are aware of these features or disable them.
Aside from unintended 911 calls that come from cell phones and
accidental activations, we commonly receive calls from children of all
ages playing with cell phones. Please know that if you give a child an
old phone to play with that can power up, but does not have a service
plan, it can still call 911. Our request remains the same, please stay on
the line and alert Dispatch that this was an accidental dial and there
is no emergency.
As always, we are here to help. Please never hesitate to call 911 when you need us, and know that you
will not be in any form of trouble for an accidental call.
Sheriff Dave Lange

Now Taking Tree Orders for Spring Planting
The Nicollet County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Tree Program was developed to provide
landowners with an affordable and convenient way to purchase trees and shrubs for conservation
practices. Practices may include windbreaks, shelterbelts, living snow fences, and wildlife habitat.
The tree program is on a first come, first serve basis. If you place an order, you will be notified by
postcard when the trees can be picked up. Approximate delivery time is the end of April 2021. Trees can be
picked up at the Nicollet County SWCD in Nicollet. The order form is available at: www.nicolletswcd.org.
Contact Blake at 507-232-2550 or Blake.Honetschlager@nicolletswcd.org with questions.
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Health and Human Services: Nicollet County’s COVID-19 Response
Here is a snapshot of the work being done
by our Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) Team in response to the
pandemic.
• On March 16, 2020, we set up our Incident Command System. Our roles and
responsibilities shifted to prioritize our response to the pandemic.
• As a merged Public Health
and Human Services department, we have combined
many of our teams along with
Environmental Health to create a diverse PHEP team.
• Our team has been providing support
and technical assistance for congregate living facilities, workplaces, and schools.
• We are proud to say we have been doing our own case investigation and contact
tracing. This means we have a team of people dedicated to following up with individuals who have tested positive for COVID-19
and notifying County residents
of possible exposures. We have
dedicated time and resources
to this because we value any
opportunity to stop or slow the
spread of coronavirus.
• Our team has been
assisting the National Guard
in providing testing at congregate living facilities.

• Our team has supplied numerous agencies and residents with
personal protective equipment
(PPE). As of November 2020, over
20,000 masks were distributed to
community partners to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.
• We are beginning to plan for future mass
vaccination, and strategizing to increase the
number of residents who get the influenza
vaccine this fall and winter.
• We used funds from the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act to help
community members by providing funding for childcare, housing and utilities, and PPE.

Board Information

The Nicollet County Board typically meets
every second and fourth Tuesday of the
month. Meetings are held in the boardroom at
the Nicollet County Government Center,
located at 501 South Minnesota Ave., St. Peter.
For more information, agendas, minutes,
previous meeting recordings, or specific meeting dates and times visit:
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos

Citizens who wish to view the Board meetings, but are unable to attend, are invited to
watch the live feed via our YouTube channel.
www.youtube.com Nicollet County, MN

• We are coordinating
essential services requests—
such as the need for food,
water, and cleaning supplies
for individuals who are in need of isolating.
• We have committed to providing clear
and accurate information to our residents and community partners. Just a few
examples include regular community partner calls, social media updates, and press
releases.

Commissioners from left to right: John Luepke, Terry
Morrow, Denny Kemp, Marie Dranttel, and Jack Kolars.
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At Your Service
Medication Drop Sites

Nicollet County Courthouse
and Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Health & Human Services
622 S. Front Street
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Law Enforcement Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Medication drop boxes
are located in the lobby
of the Law Enforcement
Center in St. Peter, the
Brown County Sheriff’s
Office in New Ulm, and
at the North Mankato Police Department.

Jail & Dispatch 24/7

Health & Human Services
2070 Howard Drive West
North Mankato, MN
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Marie Dranttel - First District
Phone: 507-327-4706
Terry Morrow - Second District
Phone: 507-327-8226
Denny Kemp - Third District
Phone: 800-337-8810
Jack Kolars - Fourth District
Phone: 507-327-9987
John Luepke - Fifth District
Phone: 507-359-2703

Public Works

1700 Sunrise Drive
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Nicollet County Commissioner Districts

The issue at a glance . . .
The County Line
Nicollet County publishes The County Line
biannually to increase public awareness
and involvement in county government.
For more information about the publication:
The County Line
Nicollet County Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082

Nicollet County CARES - Page 1
Public Works Updates - Page 2
Veterans Services - Page 4

Phone: 507-934-7204

Accidental 911 Calls Happen - Page 5
COVID-19 Response - Page 6

CONNECT WITH US

EDDM
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MANKATO MN
56001
PERMIT NO. 66

@NicolletCountyMN

ECRWWS

Nicollet County, Minnesota

Postal Customer
https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us

(507) 934-7204

OUR MISSION:

OUR VISION:

Providing efficient
services with innovation
and accountability.

Setting the standard for providing superior
government services through leadership,
accountability, and innovation to a growing
and diverse society.

