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County Government Month Broadband

County Receives Grant to Complete Broadband Feasibility Study

#CountiesMatter

National County Government Month is held each
April and is an annual celebration of county government. There are 3,069 counties in the nation, serving
more than 300 million Americans on a daily basis.
Counties provide health services, administer justice,
foster economic growth, and keep communities safe.

In January, Nicollet County was awarded a grant by
the Blandin Foundation to complete a county-wide
broadband feasibility study. Work on the study will
occur throughout 2020. The purpose of the study
is to gather information about broadband internet
service in the County and determine the market demand, technology alternatives, and costs. Where
Here at Nicollet County, we take pride in our re- gaps are identified, the hope is the study will help
sponsibility to protect and enhance the well- facilitate more grants and private sector investbeing and safety of our residents in efficient ment to improve broadband service in the County.
and cost-effective ways. Follow our Facebook
The term “broadband” refers to internet connections
page as we highlight our departments and
that can transfer data and information (like webpagcounty services throughout the month of April.
es) at high speeds. Wired broadband service is considered the most reliable form of high-speed interTo learn and explore more about county
net. Currently 82% of Nicollet County households
government and why #CountiesMatter, visit are served with wired broadband service. However,
w w w . N A C o . o r g / C o u n t i e s M a t t e r . the map below shows most of the wired broadband
is located in St. Peter and North Mankato (green color), while the remainder of the County is considered
Nicollet County at a Glance unserved (pink color), with no wired broadband.

• 5 cities
• 13 townships
• 33,575 residents
• 275 employees
• 104.6 miles of river
front
• 467 square miles
• 8 elected officials
Mission
Providing efficient services with
innovation and accountability.

Core Values
Integrity. Accountability.
Innovation. Leadership. Efficiency.

Watch our website and Facebook page for
updates on the completion of this study.
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Public Works
Seven Mile Creek Park and Minnemishinona Falls Park
Use/Rental
Public Works routinely receives inquiries whether areas of our parks or park amenities (shelters,
playground equipment, sand volleyball courts,
etc.) can be rented or reserved. We do not rent
or take reservations, and use is on a first-come,
first-serve basis. That being said, we do keep a
calendar of events that a person/group/organization may be having, so when others call in, we can
give them an idea if the area they are interested
in is possibly occupied by another group. If you
would like to inquire whether an area/amenity is
possibly being used, or to put your name/event
on the list, please call Mike Suska at 507-934-7725.

CR 12 Grade Raise and Reconstruction (North of Courtland)
Since mid-2018, a 500 foot portion of CR 12 that passes through Kuester Slough, north of Courtland, has
been flooded. This project involves an 8 foot grade
raise of the flooded road section, shoulder widening
from 4 feet to 8 feet, flatter inslopes and backslopes,
intersection lighting at CRs 12 and 21, right-of-way
acquisition, and bituminous surfacing. Work continues on developing this project, with right-of-way acquisition, environmental permitting and Minnesota
Department of Transportation (MnDOT) draft plan
review occurring. It is anticipated that advertising
for bids will occur later this spring, with construction
starting this summer. The project is planned to be
completed and open to traffic sometime in 2021, but
will be determined by how fast poor soils in the grade
raise area settle and compress. This $6,950,000 project will be funded by a variety of sources, including
Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief
(FHWA), State Aid Disaster Account, State Park Road
Account, and State Aid Regular Construction funds.
CR 14 (North of New Ulm)

2020 Construction Projects Update
County Road (CR) 21 - Bridge Replacement
Replacement of a bridge near Fort Ridgley State
Park will start early this spring. The 1937 box
culverts will be replaced with a 113 foot prestressed concrete beam bridge. Contract starting
date is April 13, 2020, and will take 12+ weeks
to construct. Prahm Construction, Inc., of Slayton, MN was awarded the $1,118,000 project.

Due to flooding rains and snowmelt in April 2019, CR
14 experienced a large slope failure (landslide) just
north of the Minnesota River as CR 14 goes up the
bluff. Last fall, Nicollet County contracted with Mathiowetz Construction Co. to complete a slope protection
project, to stabilize the slope until a permanent repair
could be completed. SRF and Gale-Tec Engineering
have been hired by the County to develop plans and
specifications, and complete the environmental review and permitting for this permanent repair project.
The project will involve new curb and gutter, guardrail
replacement, right-of-way acquisition, rerouting of
the storm sewer, and a reinforced soil slope. This project will necessitate the closure of CR 14 for four to six
months as these repairs are made. It is anticipated that
this project will be advertised for bid late this spring
or early summer, with construction starting mid to late
summer. Estimated construction cost is $1,500,000,
with the project being funded by a variety of sources
including FHWA Emergency Relief, State Aid Disaster
Account, and State Aid Regular Construction funds.
Please follow the Nicollet County Facebook main page for updates on project schedules, detours, and construction progress for all of these projects.
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Severe Weather Awareness
Watch vs. Warning
Severe Weather Awareness week is April 13 - 17, 2020. The most
common question that our Emergency Management Team gets
asked is, “what is the different between a watch and a warning?”
When a severe thunderstorm, tornado, or flash flood watch
is in effect, it means that you should look for signs of dangerous weather and maintain access to the latest information. Sometimes a severe thunderstorm, tornado, or flash
flood can happen so quickly that warnings cannot be issued.
For severe thunderstorms, tornadoes, and flash floods,
a warning means the weather event is imminent or occurring somewhere in the defined warning area, and
that people need to take shelter as soon as possible.
To get alerted about emergencies and other important County news,
you can sign up for our Emergency Alert Program. This system enables us to provide you with critical information quickly in a variety of
situations such as severe weather, unexpected road closures, missing persons, and evacuations of buildings or neighborhoods. You
will receive time-sensitive messages wherever you specify, such as
your home, mobile, or business phones, email address, text messages, and more. You pick where, you pick
how. To sign up, visit our website and click on the Emergency Alert Notifications under the How Do I....? tab.
Skywarn Spotter Training
Blue Earth County, Nicollet County, and the National Weather Service will host Skywarn Spotter Training on Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at South Central College in North Mankato. This training
is open to all interested parties. There is no charge for the training and pre-registration is not required.
This course will teach the basic skills necessary to become a storm spotter. Storm spotters help their communities by participating in an organized effort to watch for approaching storms and warn of the formation of
tornadoes or other threatening severe weather. Even with the use of Doppler radar equipment, there is a
need for spotters in the field. Radar can only detect the parent circulation that spawns tornadoes; information is needed about whether tornadoes are actually being produced and their precise location.

Rural Recycling
Recycling containers have changed at locations in St. Peter, Nicollet, Norseland, Courtland, Klossner, St. George, and Lafayette. With this change,
the new process is more efficient and includes reduced recycling costs.
Cardboard boxes are accepted, but you are required to collapse the box and
remove any styrofoam or plastic film. Paper, magazines, cereal boxes, etc., are
accepted, but NO shredded paper materials. Plastics #1, 2, and 5 are accepted, as well as any food or beverage container that is steel, tin, aluminum, or
glass. Do not use plastic bags; keep the materials loose. Needles and batteries
are not accepted. Visit the Nicollet County Waste Wizard, located on our
website, to answer any recycling or disposal questions. If you have additional questions, please contact Tri-County Solid Waste at 507-381-9196.
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Veterans Services

Passports

Minnesota Veteran Grant Utilization

Did you know that a passport book and passport card
are REAL ID compliant? Starting October 1, 2020,
you will need a REAL ID to board domestic flights or
enter certain secure federal facilities. The passport
book or passport card are identification that meets
REAL ID requirements. Adult passports are valid for
10 years. Minor passports are valid for five years.

State Soldiers Assistance Program (SSAP) grants
are available to Minnesota veterans and surviving spouses of deceased veterans during financial
hardship situations, or when a veteran’s household
is within the low-income and asset threshold that
is established for determination of grant eligibility.
These benefits are often positively life-changing, assisting in areas such as housing and utility payments,
home repairs, hearing aids, medical expenses, dental care to include extractions and dentures, and
much more.
The Nicollet County Veterans Service Office continues to educate the veteran community and
promote utilization of these little-known benefits
offered through the Minnesota Department of Veterans Affairs. During 2019, Nicollet County secured
more than $40,000 in SSAP financial assistance for
eligible veterans and their families. In November of
2019, the Nicollet County Veterans Service Office
secured more
financial assistance through
the SSAP program than any
other M i n n e s o t a c o u n t y.
We value the impact that these
benefits often
contribute towards the overall
well-being of our
veterans, their
families, and surviving spouses of deceased veterans. If you or
somebody you know in our community may
be eligible, you are encouraged to contact your Nicollet County Veterans Service Office for additional information.
Nathan Tish, Veterans Service Officer
507-934-7870

To apply for a passport, the following items are
required:
• Evidence of United States citizenship,
• Photo identification,
• Passport photo (available in the
Recorder’s Office for $15), and
• Payment by check or money order.
For more information about application
requirements and fees, visit our website, or contact the Recorder’s Office at 507-934-7327.

REAL ID by 10.01.2020
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Recorder’s Office

Health & Human Services

RecordEASE Web - Property Search

Loan Closet

With the use of a credit card, you can now access our
land records online for occasional use. RecordEASE
Web is the program for accessing land records maintained by the Nicollet County Recorder’s Office.

Nicollet County Health and Human Services manages a loan closet that offers short-term personal care equipment loans including walkers, bath
benches, wheelchairs, crutches, and more, to
Nicollet County residents for a small deposit. Users must be a resident of or own
property in Nicollet
County.
Equipment is loaned
o n a s hort-term
basis, not to exceed six months.
For more information, visit: https://www.co.nicollet.mn.us/270/Loan-Closet, or call 507-934-8559.

Key Features of RecordEASE Web:
• Land records – computerized index
• Multiple search options, including names,
document type, date range, and legal
description
• Ability to print search results
• Ability to view and download documents
and Torrens certificates of title
• Online records available, dating back to
May 1, 1991
Credit Card Fees: Occasional User
• Access fee: $10.00
• Data search: $0.50 per search
• View document: $2.00
• View certificate of title: $3.00
• View tract card: $5.00 each
Credit cards accepted: Discover, American
Express, Visa, and MasterCard.
Please understand that the system does not hold
your credit card information.
RecordEASE Web access:
https://landrec.co.nicollet.mn.us
For more information, visit co.nicollet.mn.us/581/
RecordEASE-Web, or contact the Nicollet County
Recorder’s Office at 507-934-7322 or 7327.

Family Home Visiting Program
All Nicollet County parents are offered a home
visit from a public health nurse after the birth of
a baby. You can benefit from a home visit whether this is your first baby or you have welcomed
a baby before. Every
baby is different and
your family changes
with each new addition!
Topics covered during
a home visit may include safe sleep, breastfeeding support, and
postpartum recovery. If
you are interested in receiving a home visit from
a public health nurse, please call 507-934-7226.

License Bureau
Due to the complexity and longer wait times, please arrive no later than 4:00
p.m. to allow sufficient process time for driver’s license and ID transactions.
For time saving measures, visit https://driverservices.dps.mn.gov/EServices
and fill out the driver’s license pre-application. Please understand that if
you choose to do the pre-application online, you will still need to come
in to an office to complete the request. For more information, contact the
Nicollet County Property and Public Services Department at 507-934-7070.
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Project Nighthawk

Assessor’s Office

Nicollet County Project Nighthawk has been in existence since 2005. This program was implemented as a way to foster relationships between Nicollet County probation and local law enforcement,
as well as increase supervision of probationers.
Project Nighthawk consists of a probation officer
riding along with a police officer or sheriff’s deputy to ensure compliance of court orders through
random
community
visits. The purpose of
this program is to hold
offenders
accountable to probation and
pre-trial release conditions, including drug
and alcohol testing, curfew checks, and to verify
residency. Probation and law enforcement work
closely together to increase safety and reduce
crime in our communities. All of the probation
agents in Nicollet County participate as part of
Project Nighthawk. Participating law enforcement
agencies include the Nicollet County Sheriff’s Department, North Mankato Police Department, and
St. Peter Police Department. Project Nighthawk
programs have shown a major increase in the
supervision and accountability of probationers.
As a result, numerous counties throughout Minnesota have implemented similar programs to
ensure accountability and overall public safety.

The Assessor’s Office is required to view properties for property tax purposes at least once every five years. Nicollet County staff appraisers
will be viewing properties in
Lafayette Township, Ridgely Township, West Newton
Township, and the City of St.
Peter in 2020. Staff will also
be viewing cabin properties
countywide. The appraisers
will have identification with
them. For more information, please visit the
property assessment page on our website.

Board Information
The Nicollet County Board typically meets
every second and fourth Tuesday of the
month. Meetings are held in the boardroom at
the Nicollet County Government Center,
located at 501 South Minnesota Ave., St. Peter.
For more information, agendas, minutes,
previous meeting recordings, or specific meeting dates and times visit:
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos

Citizens who wish to view the Board meetings, but are unable to attend, are invited to
watch the live feed via our YouTube channel.
www.youtube.com Nicollet County, MN

Recycle Smart Recycle Right
Confused about what is recyclable?
From antifreeze to yard waste, help
put waste in the right place using
Nicollet County’s WASTE WIZARD .
Simply visit www.co.nicollet.mn.us and search
WASTE WIZARD to start recycling smart.

Commissioners from left to right: John Luepke, Terry
Morrow, Denny Kemp, Marie Dranttel and Jack Kolars.
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At Your Service
Medication Drop Sites

Nicollet County Courthouse
and Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Health & Human Services
622 S. Front Street
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Law Enforcement Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Medication drop boxes
are located in the lobby
of the Law Enforcement
Center in St. Peter, the
Brown County Sheriff’s
Office in New Ulm, and
at the North Mankato Police Department.

Jail & Dispatch 24/7

Health & Human Services
2070 Howard Drive West
North Mankato, MN
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Marie Dranttel - First District
Phone: 507-327-4706
Terry Morrow - Second District
Phone: 507-327-8226
Denny Kemp - Third District
Phone: 800-337-8810
Jack Kolars - Fourth District
Phone: 507-327-9987
John Luepke - Fifth District
Phone: 507-359-2703

Public Works

1700 Sunrise Drive
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Nicollet County Commissioner Districts

The issue at a glance . . .
The County Line
Nicollet County publishes The County Line
biannually to increase public awareness
and involvement in county government.
For more information about the publication:
The County Line
Nicollet County Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082
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OUR MISSION:

OUR VISION:

Providing efficient
services with innovation
and accountability.

Setting the standard for providing superior
government services through leadership,
accountability, and innovation to a growing
and diverse society.

