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Introducing The County Line What is Real ID?
On behalf of the Nicollet County Board of
Commissioners and all County employees,
welcome to the first edition of Nicollet County’s
citizen newsletter, The County Line. The
newsletter will be produced twice a year and is
intended to help you connect with your county
government by providing public information
and announcements and introducing you to
county services.
In addition to the newsletter, we would like to
introduce you to our new logo displayed in the
banner above. The stylized “N” represents French
explorer, Joseph Nicollet, who the County is
named after and who mapped the area in the
1830s. The dark blue color and bend in the “N”
represents the Minnesota River bordering two
sides of the County. The light blue water
element with reeds and cattails represents Swan
Lake which is the largest prairie pothole wetland
in North America and has had people inhabiting
it for 8,000 years. The green triangle shape
represents the shape of the County with field
rows representing the County’s rich farmland.
You will notice that the colors used in this
newsletter match the color scheme of our logo.
We hope you find this and
subsequent editions of The
County Line a useful resource.
Ryan Krosch, Nicollet County
Administrator

Mission
Providing efficient services with
innovation and accountability.

Core Values
Integrity. Accountability.
Innovation. Leadership. Efficiency

REAL IDs set the requirements for state driver’s
licenses and identification cards to be accepted
for federal purposes such as boarding an airplane
for domestic travel or entering certain secure
federal facilities. REAL ID-compliant driver’s
licenses and identification cards are currently
available in Minnesota. Starting Oct. 1, 2020, you
will need a REAL ID, passport, enhanced driver’s
license or ID to board domestic flights or enter
federal facilities.
For more information and a list of documents
needed for REAL ID please visit www.co.nicollet.
mn.us and click on Real ID and Driver’s License
under Popular Links on the home page or contact
Nicollet County Public Services at 507-934-7806.
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Public Works
Road Updates

2018 & 2019 Floods Damage County Infrastructure
Nicollet County has experienced and survived
several major flooding disasters during 2018 and
2019 resulting in significant infrastructure
damage to roads, bridges, and parks. The
County has been successful in obtaining FEMA
funding to help with repairs throughout the
County. We have been approved for $140K in
FEMA funding for damages sustained in 2018
and will be working with FEMA to get
approval for another $500K to help with
damages in 2019. Besides FEMA funding, the
County will be receiving a significant amount
of Federal Highway Administration funding for
damages sustained on
County Roads 1, 12,
and 14. Projects using
Federal Highway
Administration funding
require the County
to follow all federal
and state rules to be eligible for this funding,
which results in longer project development time
frames. The upside is that this funding is outside
our normal revenue streams for road and bridge
projects which allows us to keep those previously
planned projects on schedule.

County Road 1
A 48” culvert washed out and collapsed in
April 2019 due to flooding. This project will
replace the existing metal culvert with a new
48” concrete culvert. Midwest Contracting
LLC was awarded the $166K project with
completion occuring in early October 2019.
Federal Highway Administration funding
covered 80% of this cost with the County’s
state aid construction funds covering the
remaining 20%.

County Road 12
A 500 feet portion of Coun Road12, north of
Courtland, that passes through Kuester Slough was
flooded in June 2018. Since then, additional water
has submerged the road and in May 2019 there was
almost 3 feet of water over the road. This basin does
not have a natural outlet so it is
anticipated that water levels will continue to rise.
The County will be raising the road through this area
so that the shoulder of the road will be 2 feet higher than the elevation where the basin will naturally
flow out. This will require portions of the road to be
raised upwards of 8 feet. The road raise area will
require construction in water and on very poor soils.
The poor soils will require this area to be raised
slowly (staged construction) and a surcharge built to
accelerate long term settlement. Surcharging is
where additional soil/sand is placed over the road.
This additional weight squeezes water out of the
underlying weak soils making it denser and stronger
so it can support the new roadway and it also
reduces long term settlement issues. Once the
surcharge is built it may have to be left in place 6+
months until settlement has ceased. Surcharging is
more cost effective than digging out and replacing
the soft soils.
Besides the raising of the flooded portion of County
Road 12, the County is planning on reconstructing
an additional 2.3 miles of the highway.
Reconstruction will include replacement of all road
and driveway culverts, 8 feet shoulders, 12 feet
driving lanes, new bituminous pavement, and right
hand turn lanes and street lighting at the intersection
with County Road 21. Project development has been
ongoing since the fall of 2018 and will continue into
early 2020. Final design and right of way
acquisition will take place during fall 2019 and into
early 2020. Construction is anticipated to start in
2020. The surcharge in the flooded area most
likely will be required to be in place over the winter
of 2020/2021 to allow for settlement to occur.
Construction is anticipated to be completed in the
summer 2021. The current cost estimate for this
project is $6.3M. The County has secured almost
$4M in outside funding for this project from the
Federal Highway Administraton and the State of
Minnesota. The remaining amount will be covered
by the County’s state aid construction funds.
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County Road 14
Due to heavy rains and snow melt in April 2019 County Road 14 experienced a large slope failure
(landslide) just north of the Minnesota River as the highway goes up the bluff. Since then the County
has hired a geotechnical engineering firm to investigate the failure
and to determine a repair solution. Permanent repairs will include
installation of additional curb and gutter, new guardrail,
rerouting of the storm sewer system that currently outlets on the
steep slope, and the construction of a reinforced soil slope (RSS)
in the landslide area. RSS construction uses layers of high strength
geogrid reinforcement placed between 2 feet thick layers of specially graded sand and engineered soil to rebuild a stable slope and to
tie it into stable slope material. To complete this project will require
County Road 14 to be closed approximately 4-6 months as the slope
repair will require almost the entire road bed for 300 feet to be
excavated to tie in the new RSS slope.
Total project length is 1,900 feet when
the storm sewer and guardrail work are
included. It’s too late in the year to be
able to complete the permanent repair
so this work will take place in 2020. A temporary project will be required
to be completed late fall 2019 to protect the slope failure area from
further damage from rain and snow until the permanent repair can be
completed. This temporary repair will include placing geotextile fabric
over the entire slope failure area and then placing large rip-rap (crushed
rock) over it. Since the existing guardrail has been compromised, a
jersey barrier will also be placed on the shoulder of County Road 14 as
part of the temporary repairs. At this time we are hoping that the
temporary work can be done and still keep the road open but will
probably require lane closures and flaggers on both County Road 14
and 21 as work will need to occur from both the top and bottom of the slide. Work on final designs
for the temporary and permanent repairs are currently underway.
The temporary repair project is anticipated to cost $200K or more and will be covered 100% by the
Federal Highway Administration. The permanent repair is anticipated to cost $1M or more and will
be split 80% from the Federal Highway Administration and 20% from the County’s state aid
construction funds.

County Road 21 Bridge Replacement
This bridge replacement is between State Highway 4 and the entrance to Fort Ridgely State Park and
is luckily not the result of flooding. The project was originally planned to be constructed in 2019, but
had to be delayed due to historical and archaeological reviews that took much longer than expected.
Construction now is anticipated to start in Spring 2020 and will require 12+ weeks to finish. This
project involves the replacement of box culverts constructed in 1937. These box culverts will be
replaced with a 114 feet clear span (no support piers) concrete beam bridge. Estimated cost of the
project is $1M and will use the County’s state aid construction funds.
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Recycling: Your Voice Matters Presidential Primary
In an effort to enhance recycling services offered,
Nicollet County has established a recycling
committee to inform and provide guidance on
the future of County recycling programs. The
County is looking for environmentally conscious
individuals who have a passion for recycling to
serve a three-year term on this committee. In
order to ensure that a broad range of
perspectives are represented, Nicollet County
is looking for members representing both rural
and urban communities. Anyone interested in
applying and becoming more involved in public
service, can find the application at
www.co.nicollet.mn.us or by contacting (507)
934-7070. The committee will begin meeting in
January 2020.

Veterans Services
In June of 2019, the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs began implementation of the MISSION Act
of 2018. The acronym, which stands for
Maintaining Internal Systems and Strengthening
Integrated Outside Networks, aims to provide
improvements to the VA benefits that our veterans
have earned through service to our country.
During the past several months, we have
observed noteworthy changes and improvements
to health care benefits available within the
community. This includes a revised Community
Care authorization program, urgent care services
at authorized providers, and improved access to
telehealth technology and services.
For urgent care services, the VA has recently
authorized two local providers. In Saint Peter,
Veterans may utilize the urgent care office at
River’s Edge. In Mankato, MedExpress Urgent Care
on Madison Avenue is available. Several
pharmacies have also been authorized to fill
prescriptions related to urgent care visits.

Have you heard about the presidential
primary for 2020, but not sure what it is or when
that election will take place? Please see the
answers to some common questions below. For
more information, please contact
Nicollet County Public Services at
507-934-7806.
When will the presidential nomination
primary take place?
March 3, 2020. Absentee ballots will be available
starting January 17, 2020.
Will parties have to abide by the primary results?
The presidential primary results must bind the
election of delegates in each party.
Will any other offices be on the ballot?
No, only presidential candidates from a major
party will appear on the presidential primary
ballot. Other offices with a primary will be on the
primary ballot in August.
Who decides which candidates will appear on a party’s
ballot?
The chair of each party will submit a list of
candidates for the party’s ballot no later than 63
days before the date of the presidential primary
(December 31, 2019).

Community Coalition
Focuses on Youth Substance Abuse

A coalition with members representing youth,
schools, religious organizations, nonprofits, law
enforcement, as well as the City of St. Peter and
County employees are continuing to meet to
strengthen collaboration and support efforts to
prevent and reduce substance abuse among youth
in Nicollet County.

Programming is underway, with plans to focus on
community presentations and engagement. Next
fall, programming will feature Jermaine Galloway,
author of the well-known “Tall Cop Says Stop” drug
prevention series. Galloway, who has worked in
If you have any questions related to your eligibility law enforcement in Idaho since 1997, offers
for VA programs or benefits, you are strongly
in-depth education prevention as well as setting up
encouraged to contact the Nicollet County
“mock rooms” that help people see for themselves
Veterans Service Office where nationally accredited how youth use and conceal illegal substances.
Veterans Service Officers are available to assist.
Watch for more information in 2020.
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Be Scam Aware
IRS scams. Grandparent scams. Romance scams.
Tech support scams. These are just a few of the
countless scams that are out there. Every week, it
seems as though we are being warned of a new
or the “happening-right-now” scam by the news.
Many individuals think “I’m too smart – it can
never happen to me”. However, according to the
Consumer Sentinel Network 2018 Data Book, of
those who reported their fraud or scam to various
agencies in 2018, 43% of
the individuals in the 2029 age group and 33% of
the individuals in the 3039 age group lost money
to a scam or fraud. This is
compared to 18% of the
individuals in the 60-69 age group and 15% of
the individuals in the 70-79 age group who reported a monetary loss to a scam or fraud.
The Nicollet County Attorney’s Office, together
with local law enforcement agencies (Nicollet
County Sheriff’s Office, St. Peter Police
Department, and North Mankato Police
Department) have prepared presentations to
bring awareness and educate the community
about scams and things to look out for to avoid
becoming a victim. If you are interested in having
a scam presentation for your community or
service group, please contact Bonnie Petersen,
Nicollet County Victim/Witness Coordinator, at
507-934-7184, or by email at
bonnie.petersen@co.nicollet.mn.us.

Sheriff’s Reminder
It has been brought to my attention that there
may be some confusion on water and
drainage ditch buffer land access in the County.
I have heard of some damage to buffer land by
someone driving vehicles on the land without
landowner permission. I would like to remind
everyone, specifically hunters as we enter hunting
season, that buffer land is still the private land
owner’s property and to access one would need
land owner permission. Anyone that accesses
the buffer land without permission could be
subject to a trespassing charge and damage to
property if that would occur. If you have any
questions feel free to contact the Nicollet
County Sheriff’s Office at 507-931-1570 or refer
to hunting regulations located on the MN DNR
site under the trespass law.
Respectfully,
Sheriff Dave Lange

Winter is coming...
As a reminder residents
are urged, as good
neighbors and motorists,
not to add to the hazards
of winter-time driving.
Minnesota Statute 169.42
states that it is
illegal to dump, plow,
blow or shovel snow onto
any roadway.

Now Taking Tree Orders for Spring Planting
The Nicollet County Soil and Water Conservation District Tree Program was developed to provide
landowners with an affordable and convenient way to purchase trees and shrubs for conservation
practices. Practices may include: windbreaks, shelterbelts, living snow fences and wildlife habitat.
The tree program is on a first come, first serve basis. If you place an order, you will be notified by
postcard when the trees can be picked up. Approximate delivery time is the end of April. Trees can be
picked up at the Nicollet County SWCD in Nicollet. The order form is available at: www.nicolletswcd.org
Call Blake at 507-232-2550 or email Blake.Honetschlager@nicolletswcd.org with questions.
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eWIC is Here
The Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) provides
low income pregnant women, new mothers,
infants and young children (under 5 years) with
nutritious foods, nutrition education and
breastfeeding support.
The Minnesota WIC
Program piloted the
WIC EBT system also
known as eWIC, in
October 2018. Each
state across the U.S.
was required to implement this type of system by
the end of 2020, eliminating the vouchers that
participants previously used to purchase healthy
foods. Nicollet County launched their eWIC
program in April of 2019 and it has been a huge
hit with all the participants we serve.
So why do the participants like it so much? EWIC
is fast so it saves time, it’s flexible because
families can buy the foods they want when they
need them and it’s simple because all their WIC
benefits are loaded onto one card. Along with the
new eWIC card, the State of Minnesota updated
its WIC app and introduced some new digital
tools to enhance the shopping experience and
keep families engaged.
If you would like to participant in WIC or know
anyone who might qualify for WIC services,
please contact the Nicollet County WIC office at
507-934-8262.

Recycle Smart Recycle Right
Confused about what is recyclable? From
antifreeze to yard waste, help put waste in the
right place using Nicollet County’s WASTE WIZARD.
Simply visit www.co.nicollet.mn.us and search
WASTE WIZARD to start recycling smart.

A lot of people count on you, but not for the flu!
Keep yourself and your loved ones healthy this
flu season!
Walk-in flu clinics will be offered at Nicollet
County Public Health on the second floor of the
Health and Human Service Building, 622 S. Front
Street, St. Peter:
Friday, November 8, 10 AM – 4 PM
Tuesday, November 12, 10 AM – 4 PM
We accept the following insurance: Medicare,
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Humana, Aetna, Health
Partners, Medica, Ucare. Private pay vaccinations
are available for $20.
For more information, call Public Health 507-934-7220

Board Information
The Nicollet County Board typically meets
every second and fourth Tuesday of the month.
Meetings are held in the board room at the
Nicollet County Government Center, located
at 501 South Minnesota Ave, St. Peter. For more
information, agendas, minutes, previous
meeting recordings or specific meeting dates
and times visit:
www.co.nicollet.mn.us/642/County-Board-Meeting-Videos

Citizens who wish to view the Board meetings,
but are unable to attend are invited to watch
the live feed via our youtube channel.
www.youtube.com Nicollet County, MN
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At Your Service
Marie Dranttel - First District
Phone: 507-327-4706
Terry Morrow - Second District
Phone: 507-327-8226
Denny Kemp - Third District
Phone: 800-337-8810
Jack Kolars - Fourth District
Phone: 507-327-9987
John Luepke - Fifth District
Phone: 507-359-2703

Medication Drop Sites

Nicollet County Courthouse
and Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Health & Human Services
622 S. Front Street
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Law Enforcement Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave.
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Medication drop boxes
are located in the lobby
of the Law Enforcement
Center in St. Peter, the
Brown County Sheriff’s
Office and at the North
Mankato Police
Department.

Jail & Dispatch 24/7

Health & Human Services
2070 Howard Drive West
North Mankato, MN
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Public Works

1700 Sunrise Drive
St. Peter, MN 56082
Hours of Operation:
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

The issue at a glance . . .
The County Line
Nicollet County publishes The County Line
biannually to increase public awareness and
involvement in county government.
For more information about the publication:
The County Line
Nicollet County Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082
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OUR MISSION:

OUR VISION:

Providing efficient
services with innovation
and accountability.

Setting the standard for providing superior
government services through leadership,
accountability and innovation to a growing
and diverse society.

