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651 Summit Ave Mankato, MN 56001
Partial listing of items accepted at HHW:
Household Products
Aerosol cans
Aluminum cleaners
Ammonia-based cleaners
Bug/Insect spray
Cooking oil
Degreasers
Floor care products
Furniture polishes
Household cleaners
Metal polish with solvents
Oven cleaners
Paints
Window cleaners

Garage Products
Adhesives
Antifreeze
Battery Acids
Car waxes
Caulking compound
Charcoal lighter fluid
Diesel fuel
Fuel oils
Gasoline
Glues
Kerosene
Mineral Spirits
Motor oil

Miscellaneous

Oil filters
Paint thinners
Roofing tars
Solvents
Turpentine
Vehicle batteries
Wood preservatives

Artists paints
Button batteries
Decorative light string
Dry cleaning solvent
Extension cords
Farm pesticides
Fertilizers
Fiberglass epoxies
Fire extinguishers
Fluorescent bulbs
Ink/Toner cartridges
Lawn/garden products
Lighter fluids

Moth balls
Photographic chemicals
Propane tanks
Rat poisons
Rechargeable batteries
Swimming pool acids
Thermometers (mercury)
Thermostats
Vapes
Weed killers

For questions of more information on what products are accepted, call 507-934-7072
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Ways People Spread Invasive Plants and Animals
Invasive species are plants and animals that are not native to a particular area. Not all nonnative species are harmful. We use the term “invasive” for the most aggressive nonnative species that can detrimentally change conditions. In their native habitat, these species very rarely pose a threat because
other plants and animals have evolved to keep populations in check. Invasive species get established
because their natural enemies are missing and can outcompete for resources.
Humans inadvertently assist invasive species by providing pathways of spread. Being aware of these
pathways can help reduce the risk of accidentally moving harmful invasive species.
1) Outdoor recreation brings hitchhikers home on your bikes, ATV’s, boats,
fishing equipment, clothing, and other outdoor gear. If it is not properly
cleaned, your equipment could release those hitchhikers into a new area.
What you can do – Clean your outdoor gear and equipment after each use
by removing plants, animals and mud from boots, gear, pets and vehicles.
Clean your gear before entering and leaving a recreational site. Stay on
designated roads and trails and use only certified or local firewood and hay.
2) The species in your aquarium or outdoor pond may seem adapted to life in natural aquatic
ecosystems. However, many of the species are not native to Minnesota and when released, have
no natural predators and outcompete our
native species for food and habitat.
What you can do – Construct your outdoor pond away from natural waterbodies to avoid release during high water events. When you no longer
wish to maintain your pond or aquarium, reach out to others to take your
animals and plants or contact a veterinarian or pet retailer for guidance on
humane disposal.
3) At the end of a fishing session, many anglers dump their bait into the water. In doing so, there is
the potential to introduce invasive species. Some juvenile fish of invasive
carp look like many common bait species. Dumping your bait container
that includes invasive carp can introduce that species into a previously
uninfected waterbody. This is why, in Minnesota, it is illegal to release
bait into a waterbody or aquatic animals from one waterbody to another.
What you can do – Don’t dispose of your unused bait in the water. Ideally, find a compost pile to dispose of the bait or dump your bait away from
water resources.
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With the rapid melt of snow and the early spring rains, did you
wonder how your septic system was doing? If the water has
moved on, do you think you should check your system or
prevent potential flooding in the future?
Here are a few things you can do:

Remember: Whenever the
water table is high or your sewage
system is threatened by flooding
there is a risk that sewage will
back up into your home. The only
way to prevent this backup is to
relieve pressure on the system by
using it less and diverting all flood
water away from the system. This
is both outside and inside the
house.

1. Use common sense. If possible, don’t use the system if the soil is saturated and
flooded. The wastewater will not be treated and will become a source of pollution.
Conserve water as much as possible while the system restores itself and the water
table fails. Be sure that all clean water (sump pumps, footing drains, roof drains,
floor drains collecting flood water, water conditioning-if possible, hot tubs, etc) are
diverted away from the septic system. Never connect a sump pump or footing/roof
drains to any sewer system.
2. Do not open the tanks if covers are below the ground surface to prevent silt from
entering septic systems. Consider adding watertight risers on the tank and tight fitting
covers extended above the ground surface to access the tank.
3. If tanks are flooded, disconnect the pump and operate the system as a holding tank
until the system can be checked, pumped and put back into service. Floodwaters from
the house that are passed through or pumped through the septic tank will cause higher
Flows through the entire septic system. This may cause solids to transfer from the septic
tank to the drainfield and will cause clogging. Consider operating system as a holding tank
until things have had a chance to dry out.

4. Furthermore, pumping out a tank that is in saturated soil has risk and may cause it to “float” out of the ground. If the system has
been flooded, consult a septic professional to pump all the tanks as soon as it’s safe.
5. Try to avoid work on or around the drainfield with heavy machinery while the soil is still wet. Protect your systems from others
who don’t know about septic systems. Know where your entire system is, locate and protect the drainfield from compaction by keeping all traffic off the area. This traffic could include but not be limited to foot traffic, debris piles, dumpsters, and heavy equipment.
Compaction reduces the capacity of your drainfield to treat wastewater and could lead to the early failure of your entire system.
6. Flooding of the septic tank will have lifted the floating crust of fats and grease in the septic tank. Some of this scum may have
floated and/or partially plugged the outlet. If the septic system backs up into the house, check the tank first for blockage.
7. Check that the septic tank manhole cover is secure and that inspection ports have not been blocked or damaged. Check for damage or intrusion in the drainfield area.
8. Locate any electrical or mechanical devices the system may have, that could be flooded to avoid contact with them until they are dry
and clean. Upgrade or update electrical employing as many waterproof connections as possible and by raising the connection points
above the tank level.
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Nicollet County has low interest septic system and water
well loans
How do you qualify for this program:
1.

Any resident of Nicollet County with an existing failing septic system or upgrading, sealing, and replacing a water well, is
eligible to apply.

2.

All liens on the property must be less than the Estimated Market Value of the property at the time of application. The
property must be current with property taxes.

3.

The applicant must be the owner of the property.

How do I know if I need this program?:
1.

If you have received a letter from our office stating you have a time limit in which to upgrade or get an inspection, you
might need this loan.

2.

If you know that your system is hooked into a field tile, you really need this loan.

3.

If you have never pumped your tank, and have had sewage back up in the house, you really need this loan.

4.

If you don’t have a “Certificate of Compliance” for your system, you may need this loan.

5.

If you have water quality issues with your well.

How to apply for this loan:
CALL Property Services at 507-934-7070 to inquire about the loan.
THEN either send or bring into Property Services, a check for $55 (made payable to Nicollet County Recorder) for a lien
search, to verify that the total of all liens on the property do not exceed the total value of the property, and that there
are no delinquent taxes on the property.
After verification of the total liens and delinquent taxes, you will be notified to send in an estimate and design from a licensed septic and/or water well contractor.
After Property Services receives the estimate and design, lien papers will be created and you will be notified to come into
the office to make application for the septic/water well loan and sign the lien papers. Lien papers will be created and
you will be notified to come into the office to make application for the septic/water well loan and sign the lien papers.
Fees are as follows: $264 septic loan; $89 well loan; $46 recording fee (payable to Nicollet County Recorder for the
recording. Torrens property may require additional fees) All parties listed on the deed need to sign the lien.
After installation of the system and/or water well or sealing, send the bill and as-built or well construction record for the
system(s) to the Property Services Department. The Finance Department will then make payment to the contractor.
You will receive a letter from the Public Services outlining your repayment terms.
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Interested in becoming a rain gauge reader for
Nicollet County? We’re looking to expand our
group of dedicated observers.

If you have questions, or would like to
get started as a rain gauge reader,
contact us at:

How does it work? Each day you record the
amount of precipitation that fell, on the rain
gauge data forms.
Does it cost me anything? NO. Nicollet County
will provide you with the 4” rain gauge, the forms
for recording the precipitation, as well as the return envelopes with postage.

Property Services
Government Center
501 S. Minnesota Ave
St. Peter, MN 56082
(507) 934-7072

A zoning permit is required for all structures, temporary or permanent, in the
rural area. An after-the-fact fee may be
imposed if construction occurs prior to
obtaining a zoning permit. If you have
any questions about building, contact:
Property Services
(507) 934-7071.
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