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Vote Early (Absentee voting)
Don’t want to wait in line on Election Day? Vote early! All voters in Minnesota
can choose to vote before Election Day by
absentee ballot without providing a reason.

Appliance Collection

2

AG Bag Plastic Recycling

3

Feedlot—Soil Fertility

4

Stormwater

5

Composting Food Waste

6

Septic/Water Info

7

Septic/Well Loan Info

8

You can vote by mail, or you can vote early inperson, starting 46 days before each election,
starting September 21, 2018.
Vote Early In-Person

HOUSEHOLD

At Nicollet County Public Services located at
501 S. Minnesota Ave, St. Peter. You can vote
Monday-Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Also, Saturday November 3rd,
10:00 to 3:00 pm.

HAZARDOUS

Vote Early by Mail
To vote by mail, you need to submit an application for an absentee ballot. You may request an
application for absentee ballot online through
the Office of Secretary of State. You can also
request an application for absentee ballot by
contacting our office at 507-934-7806.

WASTE FACILITY
TUESDAY’S—OCT 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
12:00 PM—6:00 PM

————————————————————
SATURDAY—OCT 13th
8:00 AM—12:30 PM
651 Summit Ave Mankato, MN 56001

NICOLLET COUNTY FEEDLOT NEWS

PUTTING TOGETHER THE PUZZLE OF SOIL FERTILITY— The 4 R’s




Saves money by reducing input costs and increasing production.
 Helps minimize the loss of nutrients to surface and ground water.
 Increases nutrient efficiency.
Builds and maintains the physical, chemical and biological condition of the soil.

Right Rate

Right Product




Use the right product that provides nutrients to the
plants when the plants need it.
Fertilizer can be both organic and synthetic
Test manure so you know the nutrient content (NPK)
that you are working with.








Do soil testing so you know what and where your
needs are.
Assess all available nutrient sources
- Is there carry over from last
year’s manure application?
- What is the nutrient content of
this year’s manure application?
- What nutrients are added with
commercial fertilizers and pesticide
applications?
- What is the soil organic content?
- Is carbon being tied up with residue?
- What nutrients are cover crops supplying?
Calibrate your equipment so you accurately know
how much you are applying.
Assess plant demands.
Apply at levels that are at or below the max nutrient
rate limit recommendations of the U of M Extension.

Right Time









Assess and make decisions based on the dynamics of
plant uptake, soil supply, nutrient loss risks and field
logistics.
Avoid fertilizer application if more
than a 1/2 inch of rain is forecasted
within the next three days.
Nutrient use efficiency can be
improved by making several
smaller applications during the
growing season verses one large
application.
Apply when soil temperatures at a 6
inch depth are below 50 degrees.
Consider using nitrification inhibitors for fall
applications.

Right Place








Nutrient placement is right when the growing plant
roots easily intercept the applied nutrients.
Placement is both vertical and horizontal.
Banding any nutrient is more efficient than broadcasting and makes the nutrient available for a longer
period of time.
Incorporate manures and fertilizers within 12 hours
if possible to prevent nitrogen loss to the atmosphere and phosphorous loss through runoff.
Do not spread manure near sensitive features.

ONLY RAIN BELONGS IN THE DRAIN!
What is Stormwater?
Stormwater is water from rain or melting snow that doesn’t soak into the ground and eventually runs off into waterways. In urban areas, most stormwater falls on streets, sidewalks, parking lots, roofs, and other hard surfaces and carries pesticides, fertilizers, oils, salt,
bacteria, litter, yard waste, sediment and other materials down storm drains and into lakes and streams.
What is the Problem?
Rain and snowmelt wash the pollutants (pesticides, fertilizers, oils, salt, bacteria, litter, yard waste, and sediment) into storm sewers and
ditches. Most stormwater is not treated before it empties into nearby bodies of water. Eventually, sewers and ditches empty the polluted stormwater directly into streams and rivers.
Polluted stormwater degrades our lakes, rivers, wetlands, and other waterways. Nutrients such as phosphorus and nitrogen can promote the overgrowth of algae and deplete oxygen. Toxic substances from automobiles, and careless application of pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers threaten water quality and can kill fish and other aquatic life. Bacteria from animal wastes can make lakes and waterways unsafe for wading, swimming, and fish consumption. Eroded soil is a pollutant as well. It clouds the waterway and interferes
with the habitat of fish and plant life.
Common Stormwater Pollutants:

What can you do?
Never dump into the gutter or storm sewer drain – storm drains don’t
only carry water, they carry the trash, debris, and chemicals that eventually
make their way into lakes and rivers
Compost yard clippings and keep leaves and grass off the side
walks and streets – when they wash into the street, they become food and
contribute to algae in lakes and rivers
Keep your car regularly maintained so fluids don’t leak into the
street – one quart of oil can pollute 250,000 gallons of fresh water. Take
used motor oil and other automotive products to the Blue Earth County
Household Hazardous Waste facility

Sediment: Soil, clay, sand, and gravel
washed from ditches, lawns, and driveways.
Sediment reduces water clarity, mucks up
our streams and lakes, smothers habitat and
carries attached pollutants to waterways.
Nutrients and Organic Matter: Animal, yard
and garden waste, soil, and products such as
fertilizer contain nitrogen and phosphorus,
which contribute to nuisance algal growth in
rivers and lakes. Decomposing organic
matter consumes oxygen, which can harm
aquatic organisms.

Keep fertilizer and pesticides on your lawn – when they end up in waterways, they make contribute to nuisance algae growth in lakes and rivers

Pathogens: Disease causing organisms
found in pet waste.

Pick up after your pets and dispose of waste in the trash – pet waste is full
of harmful nutrients and bacteria that if not cleaned up, can wash into lakes
and rivers

Chemicals: Herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers from lawns and gardens, detergents
from washing our cars, and petroleum byproducts. These toxic substances are harmful to aquatic, terrestrial, and human life.
Some stay in the environment and cause
damage for many years.
Chlorides: Road salt. Concentrations from
winter months can be very high in stormwater runoff, which can be toxic to aquatic
life.
Litter: Trash and debris often end up in
streams and lakes, diminishing their natural
beauty, degrading habitat and harming fish
and wildlife.

Use salt sparingly – sidewalk salt in excess pollutes lakes and rivers and can
also enter the groundwater. Remember, salt only works when it is above
150F so avoid application in temperatures below this. Shovel to prevent ice
building up.
Plant a rain garden – or landscape your yard to allow water to seep into
the ground instead of running off your property
Report illegal dumping – call Minnesota Duty Officer at:
1-800-422-0798 for hazardous materials or petroleum incidents

NICOLLET COUNTY RECYCLING
Have you thought of recycling your food waste but don’t know how to get started?
Composting is easy! Composting, or organics recycling, is when
homeowners collect food scraps, non-recyclable paper, and
compostable products from around the home and deliver these
materials to a compost collection site. These collected materials
are then recycled into a nutrient-rich, soil-like material called
compost! This material can be used as a soil ameliorant in gardens
and in landscaping projects.
Besides improving the soil, there are other benefits to composting.
About one-third of our trash is organic materials, including food,
food-soiled paper, and certified compostable products that could
be composted. When we compost, we keep organic waste out of
the trash and landfill. We reduce garbage disposal waste going to
wastewater treatment plants. We also create a nutrient rich
product to add to soil. Organics recycling is the best opportunity
to reduce our trash and put it to better use.
But what is accepted for organics recycling?
Food Soiled Paper and Compostable Packaging
All Food Scraps & Leftovers

Fruits & peels

Cut flowers

Paper egg cartons & bags

Vegetables

Coffee grounds & filters

Paper towels, napkins, tissues

Meat

Breads & grains

Pizza boxes

Bones

Tea bags

Toilet paper rolls

Fish

Nuts & shells

Shredded paper

Dairy
Eggs & eggshells

Certified compostable products (look for BPI or
Cedar Grove Logos or term “compostable”)

North Mankato has joined with other local communities to provide residents access to a drop off program. All you
need to do is sign up and start using the service – it’s as simple as that! If you are interested in composting and your
community hasn’t began offering this service, work with your community leaders and express your interest.
If you have questions, visit mankatozerowaste.com or call Nicollet County Property Services
at 507-934-7070 for more information.

Protecting our Water Takes
Good Drinking Water and
Septic Systems

Recently, Nicollet County changed the program for loaning money
for septic system replacement. The change increased the amount
of money that can be used for a system as well as adding the ability
to get a loan for the sealing and/or drilling of a replacement well.
This program utilizes money from the US Department of Agriculture and is in place to increase compliance and to protect or
drinking water for generations to come.
According to information provided by Sara Heger, University of
Minnesota Water Resource Center and Craig Gilbertson, Minnesota Department of Health, there is a growing concern about new
chemicals in our groundwater, drinking water, lakes, rivers, and
streams. These “chemicals of emerging concern” (CEC) include
products we use every day around our homes – cleaning products,
over-the-counter medicines, and pharmaceuticals. CEC’s can present a health risk and are more likely to get into our drinking water
if we do not have good drinking wells and septic systems. Properly
constructed and maintained drinking water wells and septic systems can provide safe and reliable drinking water and wastewater
treatment for decades.

This topic of Chemicals of Emerging Concern relating to septic
systems and water wells will be discussed at a FREE homeowner class presented by the UMN water resource center and the
MDH on March 7, 2019. This meeting will be hosted by
Nicollet County and Blue Earth County. The meeting will take
place at the Blue Earth County Government Center, 410 South
5th Street, Mankato.

Nicollet County has low interest septic system and water
well loans
How do you qualify for this program:
1.

Any resident of Nicollet County with an existing failing septic system or upgrading, sealing, and replacing a water well, is
eligible to apply.

2.

All liens on the property must be less than the Estimated Market Value of the property at the time of application. The
property must be current with property taxes.

3.

The applicant must be the owner of the property.

How do I know if I need this program?:
1.

If you have received a letter from our office stating you have a time limit in which to upgrade or get an inspection, you
might need this loan.

2.

If you know that your system is hooked into a field tile, you really need this loan.

3.

If you have never pumped your tank, and have had sewage back up in the house, you really need this loan.

4.

If you don’t have a “Certificate of Compliance” for your system, you may need this loan.

5.

If you have water quality issues with your well.

How to apply for this loan:
CALL Property Services at 507-934-7070 to inquire about the loan.
THEN either send or bring into Property Services, a check for $55 (made payable to Nicollet County Recorder) for a lien
search, to verify that the total of all liens on the property do not exceed the total value of the property, and that there
are no delinquent taxes on the property.
After verification of the total liens and delinquent taxes, you will be notified to send in an estimate and design from a licensed septic and/or water well contractor.
After Property Services receives the estimate and design, lien papers will be created and you will be notified to come into
the office to make application for the septic/water well loan and sign the lien papers. Lien papers will be created and
you will be notified to come into the office to make application for the septic/water well loan and sign the lien papers.
Fees are as follows: $264 septic loan; $89 well loan; $46 recording fee (payable to Nicollet County Recorder for the
recording. Torrens property may require additional fees) All parties listed on the deed need to sign the lien.
After installation of the system and/or water well or sealing, send the bill and as-built or well construction record for the
system(s) to the Property Services Department. The Finance Department will then make payment to the contractor.
You will receive a letter from the Public Services outlining your repayment terms.

