Key Definitions
Drainage Authority— The Nicollet County Board of Commissioners administers public drainage systems. The Drainage Authority is obligated to repair and maintain all systems, but cannot initiate improvements, abandonments or additions.


Landowners must initiate improvements, abandonments, or
additions to the drainage system.



The Drainage Authority acts only as the “banker” & “referee”

Redetermination of Benefits & Damages— A procedure to update the
benefits and damages for affected parcels and properties of a drainage
system, and the total value of benefits for the drainage system.
Viewers— Residents of Minnesota who are qualified to determine benefits
and damages of drainage systems and are appointed by the Drainage
Authority for that purpose.
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Benefits— refers either to the impact a drainage system has on land in
terms of improving the market value of the land or the impact (and costs
associated with that impact) that the land has on the drainage system
because of land use that accelerates drainage, transports sediment or
increases volume demand in a drainage system.

1.

2.

icollet County

3.

MINNESOTA

Property & Public
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Remember…
All landowners being assessed into a drainage system pay for all the
maintenance expenses and repairs of that system.
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Public Drainage Systems, including all County Drainage Systems in
Minnesota, are governed by MN Statutes Chapter 103E which is referred to
as the Drainage Code.
Public Drainage Systems are owned by landowners and only managed and
maintained by the County.
All expenses related to a public drainage system are paid by the landowners
benefiting from that system. This includes all expenses paid to the landowners for the easement of the 16.5’ buffer strip at the time of redetermination.
The Board of Commissioners act as the Drainage Authority.
A Drainage Inspector is hired to assist the Drainage Authority with management and maintenance issues.
Nicollet County consists of 85 Public Drainage Systems and countless miles of
privately owned tile.

WHAT IS REDETERMINATION OF BENEFITS?
Redetermination of Benefits—Why?








System benefits are determined at one point in time, with no provision
to index for inflation over time. The cost of a repair cannot exceed the
total value of official benefits of the drainage system.
The drainage system repair fund limit is 20% of the total assessed
benefits of the system, or $100,000, whichever is greater.
There may be lands draining into the system that are benefited by the
system but are not assessed for benefits.
A petition for repair or improvement will trigger a redetermination to
insure the construction and maintenance costs are distributed fairly
across all acres within the drainage system.
As new private drainage outlets into a public drainage system, the
total benefits of the system and the relative benefits to land parcels
and other infrastructure change.

Redetermination of Benefits—What are the REAL benefits?







All benefiting lands will carry their fair share of the burden they place
upon the drainage system.
After redetermination, all future expenditures are allocated to the
properties using the drainage system in a fair and equitable manner.
The required one rod (16.5 foot) buffer strip easement allows for less
maintenance costs and year round access for maintenance issues.
Benefits reflect current land values.
A hearing is held to review the redetermination report within 30 days
after the property owners’ report is mailed.
The Drainage Authority can be appealed up to 30 days after the order
for redetermination.

1977 DRAINAGE LAW
When is the
buffer required for At the time a
public drainage
redetermination is
systems?
ordered.
What if my ditch
has not been
redetermined by
November 2018?
Are alternative
practices
acceptable for the
16.5' buffer?

WHAT IS THE 2015 BUFFER LAW?

2015 BUFFER LAW

November 1, 2018

The buffer law is a law signed by Governor Mark Dayton in 2015 requiring
perennial vegetation buffers be installed along lakes, rivers, streams, and
drainage ditches. It is designed to help filter out phosphorous, nitrogen,
and sediment as well as provide wildlife habitat.
What is the bill’s purpose and who helped craft it?

NA
No, when the ditch is
redetermined, drainage
law requires a 16.5'
perinnial buffer be
installed

If the drainage system
does not have a buffer
Who will pay for
installed, the drainage
the establishment system will pay for the
of the
establishment of the
buffer?
buffer.

A 16.5' buffer will need
to be installed by the
landowner.
Yes, as described by
BWSR. A 16.5’ buffer is
still required for most
other practices.

The landowner

Yes, drainage law states
that drainage systems are
required to compensate
Will I get paid for landowners for ditch bufftaking my land out er strip right-of- way easeof production?
ments.

No

Who pays for the
buffer easement?

All costs will be allocated
to landowners on the
drainage system prorated
by benefit received.

NA

At what value will I
be reimbursed at
the time of
redetermination if
the buffer is
already installed?

The Drainage Authority is
authorized to set the value
of land. All reimbursements will be paid by the
landowners.

NA

 Improving Water Quality— The 2015 buffer law will protect
Minnesota’s water resources from erosion and runoff pollution
by establishing 110,000 acres of perennial vegetative cover
adjacent to Minnesota’s waters.
 Cooperation and Compromise— This proposal was crafted with
input from agriculture groups, environmental groups, local
government groups, legislators from both parties, and
landowners.
 A Multi-Agency Effort— The four lead state agencies are:
Minnesota Department of Agriculture, Minnesota Board of
Water and Soil Resources, Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources, and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
What is required?
 110,000 Acres of Vegetation— The bill will establish perennial
vegetation buffers of up to 50 feet along lakes, rivers, streams
and ditches.
 The buffer width will be an average of 50 feet on
public waters
 The buffer width will be a minimum of 16.5 feet on
public ditches
 Landowner Control— Landowners retain use of the buffer, as
long as perennial vegetation is maintained

